
 

POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT 

Principal Research Assistant - Genebank 

 
The World Vegetable Center (WorldVeg) is a non-profit, autonomous international agricultural research center with 
headquarters in Taiwan and five regional offices around the globe.  WorldVeg conducts research and development 
programs that contribute to realize the potential of vegetables for healthier lives and more resilient livelihoods.  For 
more information please visit our website: worldveg.org.  
 
WorldVeg is looking for a dedicated and enthusiastic researcher to conserve and understand the agricultural biodiversity 
of vegetable crops such as tomato, hot peppers, pumpkin and squashes.  The person will work in the team of the 
Genetic Resources and Seed Unit to maintain and study the genebank collections of WorldVeg.  These collections consist 
of 60,000 accessions, which are seed samples of landraces, modern varieties and crop wild relatives.  The work of the 
researcher includes management of the AVGRIS information database (http://seed.worldveg.org/) and seed 
multiplication to maintain these collections.  In addition, the researcher will study the phenotypic and genetic diversity 
among the accessions in these collections. 
 
The WorldVeg genebank is one of the largest international genebanks of vegetable genetic resources.  The main task of 
the Genetic Resources and Seed Unit is to keep the seeds alive of the genebank accessions for vegetable improvement 
and development of new vegetables, and to conserve the basis for food and nutrition security of future generations.  
 
This is a nationally recruited staff position and open for Taiwan nationals only. 
 
Academic background:  MSc in plant sciences, plant biology, botany, horticulture or a similar discipline. 
 
Career level:  start or middle-level 
 
Tasks 
 Data management of information on plant genetic resources. 
 Seed multiplication of landraces and wild relatives of vegetable crops at WorldVeg and in collaboration with public 

and private companies.  
 Research on the ecology, botany, and seed biology of vegetable crops. 
 Diversity analysis to understand the phenotypic and genetic variation of vegetable crops. 
 
Essential skills 
 Management of data and databases. 
 Proficiency with Excel and Access. 
 Management of field trials of vegetable crops. 
 Seed multiplication of crop species. 
 Botanical knowledge of vegetable crops. 
 Communication and outreach to farmers, breeders and other researchers. 
 English proficiency. 
 
Preferred skills 
 PHP and MySQL programming. 
 Statistical analysis for crop diversity analysis. 
 R statistical software programming. 
 
The Reward:  This is a Nationally Recruited Staff (NRS) position with competitive pay and benefits.  The initial 
appointment is for one year and may be extended depending on requirements, funding availability, and performance of 
the incumbent. 
 
How to Apply:  Submit a letter of application in English with curriculum vitae, with details of education, work 
experiences, professional skills, names and contact addresses (including phone number/fax/e-mail) of three referees, 
and a recent passport size photograph by e-mail to jobapply@worldveg.org, before 31 May 2018.
 

https://avrdc.org/
http://seed.worldveg.org/

