國立嘉義大學九十八學年度

 外國語言學系碩士班招生考試試題

科目：語言學概論

1. Examine the data below and answer the questions that follow.
[image: image1.jpg]Below are examples of interlanguage forms produced by two speakers of Mandarin Chinese:

Subject 1 Subject 2
IL Phonetic Gloss 1L Phonetic Gloss
Form Form
[teg/tegal tag {2end/ende] and
[rab/rabea] rob [heed/hseda] had
{hzd/hesa] had (tob/tabe] tub
[hiz/hize] he's [staD1d/staDids] started
{smuda] smoother [fivd/fivda] filled
[rayt] right {bIg/bigs] big
[dek] deck [rekonayzda] recognized
{z1p] zip [1z/1z0} is
[mais] miss [sez/seza] says
[wet] wet [wota} water
{dxfar] differ fafa] after
[ovar] over [lide] leader
{bigar] bigger
[kikin] kicking
[teepIn] tapping
{lebar] label
[ster] letter
[blidan] bleeding
{lida] leader




 (a) For each subject, describe the phonetic alternations in these data. (10%)

 (b) Provide an interlanguage generalization to account for the data for each of these subjects. (10%)

  The generalization needed for the L2 data from the Chinese speakers is not found in other languages. How can you account for the fact that a second language learner has created a rule that is not “natural,” that is, one that is not found in other languages? (5%)
2. Consider the following two sentences:

  (1) John performed Bach’s concerto for violin and orchestra.

  (2) John performed Bach’s concerto for his teacher.

  (a)Take the adverb “flawlessly”, and test where it can be inserted in each sentence. Show both grammatical and ungrammatical examples. Do these sentences differ in where the adverb can go? If so, how? Formulate an explanation for this difference. What is the basic rule for adverb placement? (15%) 
(b)Draw the tree structures for the above two sentences. (10 %)

3. A finite state automaton represents a grammar of a language. Based on the finite state automaton below, determine whether the following sentences are grammatical or not and explain how you reach your conclusions. (25%)




Note: Vi = intransitive verb

(a) John cried.
(b) Many beautiful girls danced.
(c) The boy loves the girl.
(d) A big fierce dog barks.
(e) Handsome tall boys smile.
(f) Boys miss girls.
(g) That beautiful cat cries sadly.
(h) She sings.
(i) Many tall boy slept.
(j) Girls giggled.

4. Draw a truth value table for conditionals such as if John comes, Mary will come too, assuming that John comes is represented as p and Mary will come too is represented as q. How do subjunctive sentences such as if kangaroos had not tail, it would topple over and if kangaroos had no tail, it would not topple over impact on the truth value table you just gave us? How do you suggest this problem be solved? (15%)

5. Modals are classified into at least three types, based on their semantics. Identify the types of the modals in the following sentences. Besides, Modals have long been argued to be a semantic category. As you can see from the following examples, modals actually have very different meanings. What meaning do modals share to be argued to be a semantic category? And, how are they distinguished semantically? (10%)

(a) His umbrella is web. It must be raining outside.
(b) I have nothing more to say to you. You may leave now.

(c) He might be at his office. I am not sure.

(d) He can ride a bike now. He has worked very hard to learn how to ride a bike for a long time.

(e) You must come to the class, or you will be failed.
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