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Each of us fails from time to time. If we are wise, we accept these failures as a necessary part of the learning process. But all too often as parents and teachers we deny this same right to our children. We convey either by words or by actions that failure is something to be ashamed of, that nothing but top performances meets with our approval.

When I see a child subject to this kind of pressure, I think of Donnie. Donnie was my youngest third-grader. He was a shy, nervous perfectionist. His fear of failure kept him from classroom games that other children played with joy. He seldom answered questions—he might be wrong. Written assignments, especially math, reduced him to nail-biting frustration. He seldom finished his work because he repeatedly checked with me to be sure he hadn’t made a mistake. I tried my best to build his self-confidence. But nothing changed until Mary Anne, a student teacher, was assigned to our classroom. She was young and pretty, and she loved children. My pupils, Donnie included, adored her. But even enthusiastic, loving Mary Anne was baffled by this little boy who feared he might make a mistake.

Then one morning we were working math problems at the chalkboard. Donnie had copied the problems with painstaking neatness and filled in answers for the first row. Pleased with his progress, I left the children with Mary Anne and went for art materials. When I returned, Donnie was in tears. He’d missed the third problem.

Mary Anne looked at me in despair. Suddenly her face brightened. From the desk we shared, she got a canister filled with pencils. “Look, Donnie,” she said, kneeling beside him and gently lifting the tear-stained face from his arms. “I’ve got something to show you.” She removed the pencils, one at a time, and placed them on his desk. “See these pencils, Donnie?” she continued. “They belong to Mrs. Lidstrom and me. See how the erasers are worn? That’s because we make mistakes, too. Lots of them. But we erase the mistakes and try again. That’s what you must learn to do, too.” She told Donnie, “I’ll leave one of these pencils on your desk so you’ll remember that everybody makes mistakes, even teachers.” Donnie looked up with love in his eyes and just a glimmer of a smile—the first I’d seen on his face that year.

The pencil became Donnie’s prized possession. That, together with Mary Anne’s frequent encouragement and unfailing praise for even Donnie’s small successes, gradually persuaded him that it’s all right to make mistakes—as long as you erase them and try again.

Part I. Vocabulary Test ( 20%) 

Please write down the meanings of these words in Chinese.

1. permission _______________

2. to convey_______________

3. painstaking _______________

4. despair _______________

5. pressure _______________

6. to remove _______________

7. assignment _______________

8. to erase _______________

9. to persuade _______________

10. to adore _______________

Part II. Please answer the following questions in Chinese.

1. How did Mary Anne help Donnie overcome his fear of failure? (30%)
2. One day a student came to his teacher and said, “Teacher, Can I borrow one of your pencils? Mine has all the wrong answers in it.” If you were the teacher, how would you answer this student? (10%)
Part III. Translate the following Chinese paragraph into English (20%)

課程統整也包含了應把知識應用到與社會和個人相關的重要問題和關注事項之上。因而，不同學科間的界限得以解除，而知識也能在這些問題和關注事項的脈絡中重新定位。於是，知識的範圍和順序是由師生依據這些問題和關懷加以協同合作計畫的。也因為知識被推及至問題解決的層次以及其他的應用形式；年輕人更得以經常有機會將其所習得的知識以報告或社會行動的方式，實際表現出來。
Part Ⅳ. Please respond to the following paragraph in Chinese. That is, do you agree the author’s idea? If so, what is your reason? If not, why do you not agree? Please write down your statements in Chinese.（20%）

Thelen (197) defined humane persons as those who (1) are actively involved in their culture and contribute to its further refinement; (2) have a clear understanding of the relationship between individual and universal human needs; (3) have a strong sense of history and appreciation of humanity’s continuing struggle for improvement; and (4) are citizens of society interactively involved with their social and natural environments.  Students become more humane when schools and teachers act as facilitations in their search for self-discovery, rather than telling students what to think, believe, know, and do.
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