國立嘉義大學九十八學年度

外國語言學系碩士班（甲組）招生考試試題

科目：應用語言學
Please answer the following questions in English.
1. The underlying representation of a bilingual speaker's two languages is a topic of interest in SLA. The common underlying proficiency model (CUP) is based on the assumption that the cognitive processes and metalinguistic awareness developed within the first language can help with the learning of a second language because the two languages are stored as one linguistic system. The separate underlying proficiency model (SUP), on the contrary, places an emphasis on separate linguistic systems; i.e., the learning of a second language will receive little support from the first language. Do you support CUP or SUP? Does your first language competence empower your second language acquisition? (25%)
2. The results for the University Entrance Exam this year have been released. Unfortunately, the grades for the subject “English” were unsatisfactory. Over 20,000 of the examinees received 0 point in the composition section. What were the possible difficulties that faced them? (10%)

3. At the beginning of a semester, the university usually holds a Parent-Teacher conference. A freshman, John, invites his father to meet his advisor－Prof. Chen. After shaking hands with Prof. Chen, John's father introduces himself by saying, 
Utterance (A):  "John is my son."
Utterance (B):   "I am John's father."
Are there differences between the two utterances in terms of discourse function? If you were John's father, which utterance would you give to introduce yourself? Why? (15%)

4. The following paragraph ends two possible sentences. One terminal sentence is After much discussion, they decided that it would be better if they moved on” and the other is “After much discussion, they decided that it would be better if they split up”. Indeed, the two sentences are grammatical and acceptable. However, the first sentence is better (or appropriate) than the second one. Do you agree the above statement? If yes, please point out your reasons. If no, justify your points. (25%)
Prior context
Mark and Roxanne had been together for a long time. They began to think that it was time to go their separate ways and put an end to a very long, rough road. There had been some 
distance between them for a long time, and they weren’t sure that their relationship was worth continuing. After much discussion, they decided that it would be better _____________________________________
Terminal sentences：
(1) if they moved on.
(2) if they split up.

5.  (25%)
(a) Please define the two linguistic terms “homonyms” and “polysemy”;
(b) Based on the definitions you give, please examine the following words and determine which pairs represent homonymy and which polysemy. 
	(1)
	bolt
	a) flash of lightening

b) a sudden dash or movement

	(2)
	dab
	a) to pat with something soft

b) a small flat fish

	(3)
	chip
	a) to cut or chop with an axe

b) a piece of potato cut and friend in deep fat

	(4)
	daft
	a) mild or gentle

b) insane or silly

	(5)
	ear
	a) a part of the body

b) the spike of a cereal plant

	(6)
	fan
	a) to direct a current of air with a piece of material

b) a person enthusiastic about something

	(7)
	face
	a) a part of the body

b) the surface of an object

	(8)
	press
	a) to push steadily against

b) to forcibly enlist someone for military service

	(9)
	rail
	a) a bar of metal or wood

b) to complain violently

	(10)
	shy
	a) easily frightened

b) unproductive


