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The study on the Six Formation Principles Applied in Graphic
Design Instruction

Chen, Shih-Lun*
Abstract

Chinese is mainly a graphic-formed language. When every new character is
invented, anew design is formed.

In the Chinese culture's extensive and profound sphere, one of the most special
features is that the language characters and graphic drawings come from the same
origins. Since the Chinese characters were created, almost every word itself has
been equipped with the shape, the sound and the meaning at the same time on
account of the unique pictographic principles.

Shen Xu, living in the Han dynasty, used the Six Formation Principles to explain
the formations of Chinese characters. Chinese characters have been classified
into six main categories according to the Six Formation Principles.

The methods used in the visual communication design industry bear strong
similarities to the Six Formation Principles. This study tries to generalize a design
method based on the Six Formation Principles, providing ideas for designers and
students in their graphic design.

This study is divided into five parts:
Part one: the origin, evolution and formation principles of Chinese characters.

Part two: the origin of characters and drawings and their relationship with design.
Part three: the reinterpretation of the Six Formation Principle with the viewpoints of
graphic design, and the analysis on some outstanding works classified into six different

design methods.
Part four: the study of the Six Formation Principles' influence on college students

who major in visual communication design: First, the students were put into two groups,
the experimental group and the control group. Finally, the same designing evaluations

were taken on the students in both groups to see the difference between these them.
Part five: conclusion is formed by means of analyzing the students' works with

the viewpoints of the Six Formation Principles.

Keywords: the Six Formation Principles, graphic design, words, creativity

* Associate professor of Department of Visual Communication Design, China University of Technology &
PhD student at Department of Fine Arts, National Taiwan Normal University
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