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I. Vocabulary(19%)
1. The two political parties were unable to reach an agreement concerning the debt issue. With time growing short, the president urged negotiations to break the _______.

(A) impasse  (B) girder  (C) fervor   (D) frazzle
2. Exhausted after a long day’s work, the waiter gave us only a ______ greeting before taking our dinner orders.
(A) peripheral  (B) percolating  (C) perforated  (D) perfunctory
3. Rare cars are more _______ than common ones—Many people long to have one.
(A) lusty  (B) coveted  (C). reckoned  (D) bodacious
4. The guests were impressed by the host’s _______ skills and finished all the food he made.
  (A) sedentary  (B) culinary  (C) arbitrary  (D) tributary  
5. The soldiers marched with their chins stuck out and lips folded, looking _______ and contemptuously at the onlookers.

  (A) diffidently  (B) stunningly  (C) exploratorily  (D) disdainfully
6. They wanted to ______ alliances with other countries to share intelligence and to roll up financing networks.
  
(A) wreak  (B) contrive  (C) forge  (D) defend 
7. The boy was _________ along on his bicycle but fortunately did not fall from his bike before he stopped.
  
(A) swindling  (B) bewildering  (C) wobbling  (D) glittering  

8. The arrogant young man has been recently _______ by life’s hardships and is now more humble and aware of his weaknesses.

(A) chastened  (B) impaled  (C) dilated  (D) augmented

9. The jury took 14 hours to reach a ______ in the trial of the man accused of serial assaults.
  (A) convict  (B) collusion  (C) verdict  (D) reclusion
10. The hurricane _______ nearly everything in its path, leaving thousands of people homeless.
  
(A) expatriated  (B) demolished  (C) dissembled  (D) exasperated
11. In the past, people's biological clock was _______ with the natural world. They automatically woke up with the sun rising and felt sleepy at dusk. 


(A) manipulated  (B) reconciled  (C) precipitated   (D) synchronized

12. The green, the landscape and the pleasant weather of this place create a sense of ______ nostalgia.  


(A)vagary  (B) idyllic  (C) whimsy  (D) erratic
13. The experimental results _______ the theoretical predictions, thus validating the model proposed at the beginning of the study.


(A) corroborate  (B) reverberate  (C) incarcerate  (D) obliterate

14. While genetically engineered food has been extensively consumed around the world, the ______ of the gene transfer from the DNA of the food to that of human beings and how they will affect human body are still unknown.


(A)offshoots  (B) successions  (C) ramifications  (D) bifurcations
15. With these professional development opportunities, Susan is now _______ of her role as a teacher and has come to realize the effects she has on her students.

  (A) cognizant   (B) reminiscent  (C) indicative  (D) emblematic  

16. Feng Shui is the Chinese art of determining the most         design and placement of a building, room, etc. so that maximum harmony is achieved between the environment and the user.
  (A) amphibiotic  (B) ambivalent  (C) promissory  (D) propitious
17. A ______ relationship can exist between two entities in the natural world. A typical example is that between bees and flowers. They benefit from each other. 

  (A) symbiotic  (B) segregative  (C) complimentary  (D) supplemental

18. Tina managed to _____ her colleague Bob into doing all the work for her by using her charm. 

  (A) gibber  (B) resist  (C) beguile  (D) molest
19. Whether the meeting will be held is _____ on the weather. If the typhoon comes, the meeting will be postponed. 

  
(A) consistent   (B) contingent  (C) contagious  (D) congruent

II. Cloze Test. Choose the best answer. (7%)
Supper was not going well for 2-year-old Benjamin. As his frustrations escalated to the brink of a full-on tantrum, his 4-year-old sister, Ellie,   1   the scene. "He's angry," she told her mother, Susan Rivers. "What can we do to make him happy?" With her mom's help, Ellie brainstormed a few options. Perhaps they could offer Benjamin a cookie. Or maybe playing with his Legos would bring him   2   his spiral. "She was really trying to understand his feelings and figure out what strategies she could use to reduce his frustration and cheer him up," Rivers says.

Ellie's concern for her brother is touching, to be sure.   3   it could also be the key to her having a more joyful life. Empathy -- the ability to understand and be sensitive to other people's feelings -- helps us to be more deeply   4   our family, friends, and even strangers. It is probably the greatest single gift of our species. We wouldn't have been able to survive   5   creating relationships and groups that could function together.
Putting yourself in someone else's shoes is also a crucial building block for   6   caring emotions. "It's how we develop gratitude, hope, and compassion -- which is the ability to act on your empathy," explains a sociologist at UC, Berkeley. One study there found that kids as young as 18 months could master a key component of empathy: the ability to   7   people's emotions. By age 4, they move beyond making physical caring gestures and start to think about others' feelings in relation to their own. Many of these responses happen naturally, but parents can make a more conscious effort to promote empathy-boosting experiences for their children. 
1. (A) refired  (B) attested  (C) respired  (D) assessed
2. (A) out of  (B) around  (C) back to  (D) beneath  
3. (A) So   (B) But  (C) Anyhow  (D) Wherefore 

4. (A) versed in  (B) symbolic of  (C) touched by  (D) attached to 

5. (A) despite  (B) between  (C) without  (D) toward
6. (A) rare  (B) other  (C) single  (D) differing
7. (A) tune in to  (B) brush up on  (C) feel up to  (D) scale back on    

III. Reading Comprehension(24%)
Read the following passages, choose the best answer to each question, and then mark the corresponding letter A, B, C, D or E on your answer card.

Passage 1

Japanese firms have achieved the highest levels of manufacturing efficiency in the world automobile industry. Some observers of Japan have assumed that Japanese firms use the same manufacturing equipment and techniques as United States firms but have benefited from the unique characteristics of Japanese employees and the Japanese culture. However, if this were true, then one would expect Japanese auto plants in the United States to perform no better than factories run by United States companies. This is not the case. Japanese-run automobile plants located in the United States and staffed by local workers have demonstrated higher levels of productivity when compared with factories owned by United States companies.

Other observers link high Japanese productivity to higher levels of capital investment per worker. But a historical perspective leads to a different conclusion. When the two top Japanese automobile makers matched and then doubled United States productivity levels in the mid-sixties, capital investment per employee was comparable to that of United States firms. Furthermore, by the late seventies, the amount of fixed assets required to produce one vehicle was roughly equivalent in Japan and in the United States. Since capital investment was not higher in Japan, it had to be other factors that led to higher productivity.

A more fruitful explanation may lie with Japanese production techniques. Japanese automobile producers did not simply implement conventional processes more effectively: they made critical changes in United States procedures. For instance, the mass-production philosophy of United States automakers encouraged the production of huge lots of cars in order to utilize fully expensive, component-specific equipment and to occupy fully workers who have been trained to execute one operation efficiently. Japanese automakers chose to make small-lot production feasible by introducing several departures from United States practices, including the use of flexible equipment that could be altered easily to do several different production tasks and the training of workers in multiple jobs.

Automakers could schedule the production of different components or models on single machines, thereby eliminating the need to store the buffer stocks of extra components that result when specialized equipment and workers are kept constantly active.

1. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) present the major steps of a process

(B) clarify an ambiguity

(C) chronicle a dispute

(D) correct misconceptions

(E) defend an accepted approach

2. The author suggests that if the observers of Japan mentioned in line 2 were correct, which of the following would be the case?

(A) The equipment used in Japanese automobile plants would be different from the equipment used in United States plants.

(B) Japanese workers would be trained to do several different production jobs.

(C) Culture would not have an influence on the productivity levels of workers.

(D) The workers in Japanese-run plants would have higher productivity levels regardless of where they were located.

(E) The production levels of Japanese-run plants located in the United States would be equal to those of plants run by United States companies.

3. Which of the following statements concerning the productivity levels of automakers can be inferred from the passage?

(A) Prior to the 1960’s, the productivity levels of the top Japanese automakers were exceeded by those of United States automakers.

(B) The culture of a country has a large effect on the productivity levels of its automakers.

(C) During the late 1970’s and early 1980’s,productivity levels were comparable in Japan and the United States.

(D) The greater the number of cars that are produced in a single lot, the higher a plant's productivity level.

(E) The amount of capital investment made by automobile manufacturers in their factories determines the level of productivity.

4. According to the passage, which of the following statements is true of Japanese automobile workers?

(A) Their productivity levels did not equal those of United States automobile workers until the late seventies.

(B) Their high efficiency levels are a direct result of cultural influences.

(C) They operate component-specific machinery.

(D) They are trained to do more than one job.

(E) They produce larger lots of cars than do workers in United States factories.

5. Which of the following best describes the organization of the first paragraph?

(A) A thesis is presented and supporting examples are provided.

(B) Opposing views are presented, classified, and then reconciled.

(C) A fact is stated, and an explanation is advanced and then refuted.

(D) A theory is proposed, considered, and then amended.

(E) An opinion is presented, qualified, and then reaffirmed.

6. It can be inferred from the passage that one problem associated with the production of huge lots of cars is which of the following?

(A) The need to manufacture flexible machinery and equipment.
(B) The need to store extra components not required for immediate use.
(C) The need for expensive training programs for workers, which emphasize the development of facility in several production jobs.

(D) The need to alter conventional mass-production processes.
(E) The need to increase the investment per vehicle in order to achieve high productivity levels

7. Which of the following statements is supported by information stated in the passage?

(A) Japanese and United States automakers differ in their approach to production processes.

(B) Japanese automakers have perfected the use of single-function equipment.

(C) Japanese automakers invest more capital per employee than do United States automakers.

(D) United States-owned factories abroad have higher production levels than do Japanese owned plants in the United States.

(E) Japanese automakers have benefited from the cultural heritage of their workers.

8. With which of the following predictive statement regarding Japanese automakers would the author most likely agree?

(A) The efficiency levels of the Japanese automakers will decline if they become less flexible in their approach to production.
(B) Japanese automakers productivity levels double during the late 1990’s.

(C) United States automakers will originate net production processes before Japanese automakers do.

(D) Japanese automakers will hire fewer workers than will United States automakers because each worker is required to perform several jobs.

(E) Japanese automakers will spend less on equipment repairs than will United States automakers because Japanese equipment can be easily altered.

Passage 2

At the end of the nineteenth century, a rising interest in Native American customs and an increasing desire to understand Native American culture prompted ethnologists to begin recording the life stories of Native American. Ethnologists had a distinct reason for wanting to hear the stories: they were after linguistic or anthropological data that would supplement their own field observations, and they believed that the personal stories, even of a single individual, could increase their understanding of the cultures that they had been observing from without. In addition many ethnologists at the turn of the century believed that Native American manners and customs were rapidly disappearing, and that it was important to preserve for posterity as much information as could be adequately recorded before the cultures disappeared forever.

There were, however, arguments against this method as a way of acquiring accurate and complete information. Franz Boas, for example, described autobiographies as being “of limited value, and useful chiefly for the study of the perversion of truth by memory,” while Paul Radin contended that investigators rarely spent enough time with the tribes they were observing, and inevitably derived results too tinged by the investigator’s own emotional tone to be reliable.

Even more importantly, as these life stories moved from the traditional oral mode to recorded written form, much was inevitably lost. Editors often decided what elements were significant to the field research on a given tribe. Native Americans recognized that the essence of their lives could not be communicated in English and that events that they thought significant were often deemed unimportant by their interviewers. Indeed, the very act of telling their stories could force Native American narrators to distort their cultures, as taboos had to be broken to speak the names of dead relatives crucial to their family stories.

Despite all of this, autobiography remains a useful tool for ethnological research: such personal reminiscences and impressions, incomplete as they may be, are likely to throw more light on the working of the mind and emotions than any amount of speculation from an ethnologist or ethnological theorist from another culture.
9. Which of the following best describes the organization of the passage?

(A) The historical backgrounds of two currently used research methods are chronicled.

(B) The validity of the data collected by using two different research methods is compared.

(C) The usefulness of a research method is questioned and then a new method is proposed.

(D) The use of a research method is described and the limitations of the results obtained are discussed.

(E) A research method is evaluated and the changes necessary for its adaptation to other subject areas are discussed.

10. Which of the following is most similar to the actions of nineteenth-century ethnologists in their editing of the life stories of Native Americans?

(A) A witness in a jury trial invokes the Fifth Amendment in order to avoid relating personally incriminating evidence.

(B) A stockbroker refuses to divulge the source of her information on the possible future increase in a stock's value.

(C) A sports announcer describes the action in a team sport with which he is unfamiliar.

(D) A chef purposely excludes the special ingredient from the recipe of his prizewinning dessert.

(E) A politician fails to mention in a campaign speech the similarities in the positions held by her opponent for political office and by herself.

11. According to the passage, collecting life stories can be a useful methodology because

(A) life stories provide deeper insights into a culture than the hypothesizing of academics who are not members of that culture.
(B) life stories can be collected easily and they are not subject to invalid interpretations.
(C) ethnologists have a limited number of research methods from which to choose.
(D) life stories make it easy to distinguish between the important and unimportant features of a culture.
(E) the collection of life stories does not require a culturally knowledgeable investigator.
12. Information in the passage suggests that which of the following may be a possible way to eliminate bias in the editing of life stories?

(A) Basing all inferences made about the culture on an ethnological theory.
(B) Eliminating all of the emotion-laden information reported by the informant.
(C) Translating the informant’s words into the researcher’s language.
(D) Reducing the number of questions and carefully specifying the content of the questions that the investigator can ask the informant.
(E) Reporting all of the information that the informant provides regardless of the investigator’s personal opinion about its intrinsic value.
13. The primary purpose of the passage as a whole is to

(A) question an explanation

(B) correct a misconception

(C) critique a methodology

(D) discredit an idea

(E) clarify an ambiguity

14. It can be inferred from the passage that a characteristic of the ethnological research on Native Americans conducted during the nineteenth century was the use of which of the following?

(A) Investigators familiar with the culture under study.
(B) A language other than the informant's for recording life stories.
(C) Life stories as the ethnologist’s primary source of information.
(D) Complete transcriptions of informants’ descriptions of tribal beliefs.
(E) Stringent guidelines for the preservation of cultural data.
15. The passage mentions which of the following as a factor that can affect the accuracy of ethnologists’ transcriptions of life stories?

(A) The informants’ social standing within the culture.
(B) The inclusiveness of the theory that provided the basis for the research.
(C) The length of time the researchers spent in the culture under study.
(D) The number of life stories collected by the researchers.
(E) The verifiability of the information provided by the research informants.
16. It can be inferred from the passage that the author would be most likely to agree with which of the following statements about the usefulness of life stories as a source of ethnographic information?

(A) They can be a source of information about how people in a culture view the world.

(B) They are most useful as a source of linguistic information.

(C) They require editing and interpretation before they can be useful.

(D) They are most useful as a source of information about ancestry.

(E) They provide incidental information rather than significant insights into a way of life.
Passage 3

Milankovitch proposed in the early twentieth century that the ice ages were caused by variations in the Earth’s orbit around the Sun. For sometime this theory was considered untestable, largely because there was no sufficiently precise chronology of the ice ages with which the orbital variations could be matched.

To establish such a chronology it is necessary to determine the relative amounts of land ice that existed at various times in the Earth’s past. A recent discovery makes such a determination possible: relative land-ice volume for a given period can be deduced from the ratio of two oxygen isotopes, 16 and 18, found in ocean sediments. Almost all the oxygen in water is oxygen 16, but a few molecules out of every thousand incorporate the heavier isotope 18. When an ice age begins, the continental ice sheets grow, steadily reducing the amount of water evaporated from the ocean that will eventually return to it. Because heavier isotopes tend to be left behind when water evaporates from the ocean surfaces, the remaining ocean water becomes progressively enriched in oxygen 18. The degree of enrichment can be determined by analyzing ocean sediments of the period, because these sediments are composed of calcium carbonate shells of marine organisms, shells that were constructed with oxygen atoms drawn from the surrounding ocean. The higher the ratio of oxygen 18 to oxygen 16 in a sedimentary specimen, the more land ice there was when the sediment was laid down.

As an indicator of shifts in the Earth’s climate, the isotope record has two advantages. First, it is a global record: there is remarkably little variation in isotope ratios in sedimentary specimens taken from different continental locations. Second, it is a more continuous record than that taken from rocks on land. Because of these advantages, sedimentary evidence can be dated with sufficient accuracy by radiometric methods to establish a precise chronology of the ice ages. The dated isotope record shows that the fluctuations in global ice volume over the past several hundred thousand years have a pattern: an ice age occurs roughly once every 100,000 years. These data have established a strong connection between variations in the Earth’s orbit and the periodicity of the ice ages.

However, it is important to note that other factors, such as volcanic particulates or variations in the amount of sunlight received by the Earth, could potentially have affected the climate. The advantage of the Milankovitch theory is that it is testable: changes in the Earth’s orbit can be calculated and dated by applying Newton’s laws of gravity to progressively earlier configurations of the bodies in the solar system. Yet the lack of information about other possible factors affecting global climate does not make them unimportant.

17. In the passage, the author is primarily interested in

(A) suggesting an alternative to an outdated research method.
(B) introducing a new research method that calls an accepted theory into question.
(C) emphasizing the instability of data gathered from the application of a new scientific method.
(D) presenting a theory and describing a new method to test that theory.
(E) initiating a debate about a widely accepted theory.
18. The author of the passage would be most likely to agree with which of the following statements about the Milankovitch theory?

(A) It is the only possible explanation for the ice ages.

(B) It is too limited to provide a plausible explanation for the ice ages, despite recent research findings.

(C) It cannot be tested and confirmed until further research on volcanic activity is done.

(D) It is one plausible explanation, though not the only one, for the ice ages.

(E) It is not a plausible explanation for the ice ages, although it has opened up promising possibilities for future research.

19. It can be inferred from the passage that the isotope record taken from ocean sediments would be less useful to researchers if which of the following were true?

(A) It indicated that lighter isotopes of oxygen predominated at certain times.

(B) It had far more gaps in its sequence than the record taken from rocks on land.

(C) It indicated that climate shifts did not occur every100,000 years.

(D) It indicated that the ratios of oxygen 16 and oxygen18 in ocean water were not consistent with those found in fresh water.

(E) It stretched back for only a million years.

20. According to the passage, which of the following is true of the ratios of oxygen isotopes in ocean sediments?

(A) They indicate that sediments found during an ice age contain more calcium carbonate than sediments formed at other times.

(B) They are less reliable than the evidence from rocks on land in determining the volume of land ice.

(C) They can be used to deduce the relative volume of land ice that was present when the sediment was laid down.

(D) They are more unpredictable during an ice age than in other climatic conditions.

(E) They can be used to determine atmospheric conditions at various times in the past.

21. It can be inferred from the passage that precipitation formed from evaporated ocean water has

(A) the same isotopic ratio as ocean water

(B) less oxygen 18 than does ocean water

(C) less oxygen 18 than has the ice contained in continental ice sheets

(D) a different isotopic composition than has precipitation formed from water on land

(E) more oxygen 16 than has precipitation formed from fresh water

22. According to the passage, which of the following is (are) true of the ice ages? Ⅰ. The last ice age occurred about 25,000 years ago. Ⅱ. Ice ages have lasted about 10,000 years for at least the last several hundred thousand years. Ⅲ. Ice ages have occurred about every 100,000 years for at least the last several hundred thousand years.

(A) Ⅰ only

(B) Ⅱ only

(C) Ⅲ only

(D) Ⅰand II only

(E) Ⅰ,Ⅱ and Ⅲ

23. It can be inferred from the passage that calcium carbonate shells

(A) are not as susceptible to deterioration as rocks.
(B) are less common in sediments formed during an ice age.
(C) are found only in areas that were once covered by land ice.
(D) contain radioactive material that can be used to determine a sediment's isotopic composition.
(E) reflect the isotopic composition of the water at the time the shells were formed.
24. According to the passage, one advantage of studying the isotope record of ocean sediments is that it

(A) corresponds with the record of ice volume taken from rocks on land.
(B)shows little variation in isotope ratios when samples are taken from different continental locations.
(C) corresponds with predictions already made by climatologists and experts in other fields.
(D) confirms the record of ice volume initially established by analyzing variations in volcanic emissions.
(E) provides data that can be used to substantiate records concerning variations in the amount of sunlight received by the Earth.
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