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(1) Reading Comprehension  (16%, 2 points for each question)
The ancient Hebrew regarded the body of a dead person as something unclean and not to be touched. The early American Indians talked about the evil spirits and shot arrows in the air to drive the spirits away. Many other cultures have rituals to take care of the “bad” dead person, and they all originate in this feeling of anger which still exists in all of us, though we dislike admitting it. The tradition of the tombstone may originate in this wish to keep the bad spirits deep down in the ground, and the pebbles that many mourners put on the grave are left-over symbols of the same wish. Though we call the firing of guns at military funerals a last salute, it is the same symbolic ritual as the Indian used when he shot his spears and arrows into the skies.
I give these examples to emphasize that man has not basically changed. Death is still a fearful, frightening happening, and fear of death is a universal fear even if we think we have mastered it on many levels. What has changed is our way of coping and dealing with death and dying and our dying patients.
We would think that our great emancipation, our knowledge of science and of man, has given us better ways to mean to prepare ourselves and our families for this inevitable happening. Instead the days are gone when a man was allowed to die in peace and dignity in his own home. The more we are making advancements in science, the more we seem to fear and deny the reality of death. How is this possible?
We use euphemisms; we make the dead look as if they were asleep; we ship the children off to protect them from the anxiety and turmoil around the house if the patient is fortunate enough to die at home; we have long and controversial discussions about whether patients should be told the truth – a question that rarely arises when they dying person is tended by the family physician who has known him from delivery to death.
I think there are many reasons for this flight away from facing death calmly. One of the most important facts is that dying nowadays is more gruesome in many ways, namely, more lonely, mechanical, and dehumanized and at times it is even difficult to determine technically when the time of death has occurred.
1. Based on the passage, which of the following is the way modern people face death?
(A) Children are allowed to visit their dying relatives in the hospitals.
(B) We talk about death in front of the dying person.
(C) Most dying people are put in the hospitals.
(D) A critically ill patient is informed of the truth of his condition.
2. The writer’s main purpose is to ___.
(A) describe different funeral rituals
(B) criticize the modern way of treating the dying person
(C) praise the ancient funeral rituals
(D) proclaim that man’s fear of death originated from early cultures
3. According to the passage, which of the following is correct?
(A) The firing of guns at military funerals is a sign of last salute to the dead.
(B) The firing of guns at military is to drive the spirits away.
(C) The early American Indians regarded the dead body as something unclean.
(D) The ancient Hebrew shot arrows in the air to drive the spirits away.
4. According to the passage, which of the following is NOT correct?
(A) The advancement in medical science has given us better means to treat the dying person.
(B) Funeral rituals originated from man’s fear of death.
(C) Family physicians used to have open discussion with the dying patients about their illness.
(D) Our scientific advance has not decreased the degree of fear we have toward death.
Gaspra is a small, elongated asteroid about 20 km in length, and 13 km across, orbiting the sun with a radius of about 330 million km. Classified as an S-type asteroid, it is composed of silicate minerals and metals, including iron and nickel. When the Galileo spacecraft passed Gaspra at a distance of about 1600 kilometers, it relayed back to earth the first ever relatively close photographs of an asteroid. The pictures provided some surprises which give insight into the formation of the asteroid belt.
The pictures show that there are about 60 craters on Gaspra. Using mathematical formulas which predict the average times between large impacts on Gaspra, scientists have concluded that Gaspra has spent only about 200 million years in its present state. Thus, they believe that it was separated from a larger body. However, questions remain about this large body, most importantly whether it was a mixture of metal and rock, or separated into distinct layers (like the earth, with its crust and core). Though Gaspra is an S-type asteroid, its surface appears uniform. This homogeneity suggests that the initial body had been separated into layers. Moreover, researchers recorded disturbances in the magnetic solar wind as Galileo approached Gaspra, suggesting that the asteroid is itself magnetized. One of the most popular theories about how Gaspra obtained its magnetism is that when it was part of the larger piece, heat from the decay of radioactive isotopes on this piece created a molten core, which in turn left a magnetic field. This theory also further supports the view that this large body was layered.
5. What is the main subject of the passage?
(A) The origin of the asteroid belt. 

(B) Observations and theories about Gaspra
(C) The composition of Gaspra


(D) S-type asteroids.
6. It can be inferred that celestial bodies which have not been separated into layers ___.
(A) do not have an even distribution of components
(B) do not contain much metal
(C) are not magnetized
(D) are young objects
7. Why was the Gaspra asteroid important?
(A) It is a relatively young asteroid.

(B) It is close to earth.
(C) A spacecraft obtained pictures of it.
(D) It has a magnetic field.
8. Why does the fact that Gaspra has a magnetic field suggest that its predecessor was layered?
(A) Only a layered object can create disturbances in the solar wind.
(B) One of the most popular theories used to explain Gaspra’s magnetism involves a layered predecessor.
(C) Gaspra’s magnetism implies that it has a molten core.
(D) Radioactive isotopes can only exist in a layered object.
答案:
CBBC/BAAB
